W eather 


4 
Fait and 
mild today, high 65 to 70. 
Fair and mild tonight, tow 
45 to 50. Tomorrow, fair 
and mild with increasing 
cloudiness 
in 
afternoon. 
High in 60s. 
Hrtnttoum 


FINAL 


☆ 
’ f 
c 
EDITION! 
Delatvare Valley's Great Home 


VOL. 8, No. 177 
Member ABC 
LEVITTOWN, PA., FRIDAY EVENING, AAAY 5, 1961 
28 PAGES 
PRICE SEVEN CENTS 
Wins Historic Breakthrough 
U.S. Astronaut First 
To Control Spacecraft 


Cmdr. T ells 


Kennedy All 


Was ‘Perfect’ 


WASHINGTON (UPI) - Astro­ 
naut Alan B. Shepard personally 
reported to President Kennedy by 
radio telephone today that “every 
thing worked just about perfect 
ly” on his flight into space. 
“It was a very rewarding ex 
perience for me and the people 
who made it possible,” Shepard 
told the President. 
Kennedy spoke from his White 
House office to Shepard in the 
admiral’s quarters 
aboard the 
Navy 
aircraft 
carrier 
Lake 
Champlain. 
The conversation came shortly 
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 2) 


* 
Good 
- 
Evening! 


Mission accomplished. 


And Astronaut Alan Shepard 
with a grin on his face keeps a 
rendezvous with history. 


Blastoff at 10:34 a.m. Then a 
240-mile ride up to 115 miles in 
space at 5,10® miles an hour. 
Smooth landing in the sea at 
10:58. Those three short sentences 
tell the most dramatic and sign! 
ficant story of the age. 


Don’t forget. Russia gave Yuri 
a free ride in orbit for an hour 
and 46 minutes. But Gagarin was 
immobilized and might as well 
have been a rabbit. Our boy Shep­ 
ard had control of his ship and 
talked back all the way. 


Weatherman also apparently in 
control. 


Spring skies lovely, calling to 
the wild, and beckoning the lilacs 
and dogwood with a very tender 
smile. 


i 


The Redstone - Mercury rocket leaves its launch­ 
ing pad at Cape Canaveral early this morning as 
the U.S. shoots its first man into space. 


Astronaut Alan Shepard is inserted into the capsule 
atop the Redstone rocket just before being shot into 
space as the United States made its first manned 
space shot this morning. 


Well, we see where another 
irst-class hassle has developed 
atween some of our conservation- 
sis and the State Highway De- 
jartment over Department plans 
to fill in 800 feet of the Dela­ 
ware Canal as part of the over­ 
all Route I reconstruction pro­ 
gram. 


You become a bit impatient with 
some of this ill-advised hassling 
just for the sake of hassling. The 
section of the canal in and near 
Vforrisville SHOULD BE FILLED 
IN, if for no other reason than 
it has long since become an eye­ 
sore, a mosquito and rodent breed­ 
er and a general nuisance. 


Yellow Cab strike in Philadel­ 
phia ends with 2600 drivers hap­ 
pily back at their jobs and nego­ 
tiations for an agreement begun. 


Governor Lawrence and the 
State Mediation Board did a neat 
one with that unnecessary strike. 
But sometimes we think both la­ 
bor and management aren’t very 
smart. Every strike could be pre­ 
vented if people used their heads 
and earnestly tried to settle dif­ 
ferences in the first place. 


No man ever yet climbed the 
ladder of success with his bands 
in his pockets. 


Funny. Everybody wants to live 
for a long, long time, but nobody 
ever wants to get old. 


Communique No. 4: We’re a 
candidate for the Astronaut Chib. 
After four days of rations any self 
respecting bunny would turn his 
nose up at, we might as well be 
in space. No longer much feeling 
of gravity here. 


Drive very carefully, please. 


Reserved But 'Winning’ 
Shepard Has Spent Lifetime 
On Dangerous Assignments 


« MI I I 
T T 
<«iLn foilrfl 
Astronaut Alan Shepard spent 
two brutal years training for his 
terrifying leap into space and 
then three more days waiting it 
out. 
None of it ruffled him. 
He is of that rugged and rare 
group of combat men who thrive 
on danger and seek it out . . . 
as a businessman seeks a profit 
. . . as a novelist seeks a plot. 
The danger jobs of aviation are 
those of the jet test pilots, and 
Shepard was a jet test pilot. 
He volunteered to be a man in 
space. Would you? 
For a long time Shepard has 
been ahead on points in the com­ 
petitive seven-man race to be first 
to ride the Mercury capsule down­ 
range from Cape Canaveral. His 
desire was as strong as his abil­ 
ity. 
He weighs 160 pounds and is 
five feet ll inches tall. His brown 
hair is crewcut, his eyes blue. Al­ 
though a man of noted reserve. 
he has a winning smile and a 
wide, delighted grin. 
He 
seemed 
surprised 
when 
asked if he slept well the night 
before his first ride was post­ 
poned last Tuesday. Of course he 
did, despite the awesome journey 
he was about to undertake. 


Since that day, when he suf­ 
fered some disappointment at the 
postponement, be remained se­ 
cluded on the Cape. He studied 
( 


and ran through simulated flights 
and waited for the moment when 
his shoulder was tapped by some­ 
one saying, “It’s time, Alan.” 
Shepard was bom 37 years ago 
in East Derry, N.H., son of a 
former Army man, Alan Barlett 
Shepard Sr. 


Alan Shepard hag 
an 
eager 
look in his eye as be walks 
from the 
medical center at 
Cape Canaveral, dressed for 
his ride into space. (ITW TELE­ 
PHOTO) 


2,600 Sailors 


Give Shepard 


Pulsing Cheer 


Ivan Hackler, who taught Shep­ 
ard in East Derry’s school years 
ago, recalls that his student had 
a keen interest in science as a 
youngster. 
“A good student and a boy ex­ 
tremely well liked,” Hackler said. 
“He was a good athlete, particu­ 
larly in baseball and football.” 


His mother has said that “Alan 
has never feared anything.” 
From East Derry he went to 
school at Adm. Farragus Acad­ 
emy in Toms River, N.J., where 
he played 
football 
and 
other 
sports. The year - book comment 
on him then was “he speaks 
words of truth and soberness. * 
Shepard won an appointment to 
Annapolis. When be finished, in 
wartime, he went to duty on a 
destroyer in the Pacific. It was 
only after the war that he turned 
to the air and won his pilot’s 
wings, 
Shepard’s specialty wig fight 
ers, and it was these he flew a.* 
a test pilot. When then the Unitec 
States went looking for potentia 
astronauts, it turned to the tough 
young 
men 
who 
pot 
planes 
through their paces. 
Since 1969 Shepard has been 
working night and day training 
for the Mercury blastoff. Asked 
once why he wanted to be the 
prime astronaut, he said: “I want 
to be first just because I want 
to be fifst,’* 


ABOARD THE USS L A K E 
CHAMPLAIN (UPI) — Astronaut 
Alan B. Shepard followed his 
space capsule to the deck of the 
aircraft carrier Lake Champlain 
today and then leaned back in­ 
side to grab his helmet. 


The 2,600 men of the carrier, 
welcoming one of their own, gave 
the Navy commander a pulsing 
cheer. He shook hands with a doc­ 
tor and then surefootedly walked 
towards the catwalk to the ad­ 
miral’s quarters for his first of 
many intensive physical examina 
tions. 
Shepard was plucked from the 
sea by a Marine helicopter piloted 
ay Ll. Wayne Koons of Lyons, 
Kans. Lt. George Cox of Eustis, 
Fla., attached a line to the space 
capsule and helped S h e p a r d 
aboard. 
Recovery helicopters had h i s 
capsule in sight when it started 
toward the sea beneath its huge 
parachute, and the copters orbit­ 
ed around the craft until it 
splashed. 
The spacecraft hit the water 
less than four miles from the 
Champlain and the Marine beli 
copter lifted Shepard into the 
cabin within three minutes. 
Then the olive chopper picked 
up the capsule too and came 
back, 
As It approached, S h e p a r d 
(Continued on Page 3. Col. 4) 


‘What A Beautiful View’ 
Shepard Radios While 
He Maneuvers Capsule 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (UPI) - America’s 
first astronaut leaped 115 miles into space today 
aboard a spacecraft named ‘Freedom 7 and won 
for America and mankind a historic break-through: 
The first flight in space controlled by the pilot him­ 
self. 
The Astronaut, 37-year-old Cdr. Alan B. Shepard 
Jr., was plucked from the sea 21 minutes later and 
302 miles down the Atlantic missile range. He was 
not only alive but in all respects “okay” and thous­ 
ands were witnesses to the fact of his feat. 


The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) 
happily announced: “The space flight is a success." 
Another spaceman, Russia's Y u ri Gagarin, had gone higher and 
farther and faster. But Alan Shepard was the first man rn history to 
exercise control over the motions of a craft lie was riding in space. 
Said NASA while the 37-year-old Navy commander was still in 
space: “He is working as a test pilot." 
On Redstone Missile 


Shepard and Freedom 7 rose from launch pad 3 at 10:34 a.m. 
EDT on the nose of a 66,000-pound Redstone missile. The launch, post­ 
poned since Tuesday, came 2 hours and 34 minutes after the planned 
shot time of 8 a.m. EDT. 
Seven “holds" delays, many for weather and one to change an 
electrical part in the Redstone, had kept the rocket earthbound while 
Shepard lay strapped to his couch aboard the little Mercury capsule. 


He had been sealed into the cabin at t :07 a.m. ED I . lit la) 


there three hours and 27 minutes before the tension-breaking announce- 
ment, “liftoff,” came from the Mercury control center. 
Trip Was Perfect 


But once started, the flight went perfectly. Second by second 
NASA reported what was going on aboard Freedom 7. Almost before 
those waiting on the cape could catch their breath after watching the 
Redstone’s beautiful flight until it was out of sight, the word came at 
10-58 a.m. EDT that a helicopter had plucked Shepard out of the ocean 
and was bearing him and his space coach to the aircraft carrier Lake 
Champlain. 
Then came the word that Shepard was on the deck “under his 
own power and doing very well.” 


Yuri Gagarin on April 12 flew around the world in a five-ton 
spacecraft which was operated entirely by automatic or ground controls. 


Shepard during much of his ride put the capsule through van- 


ou8 maneuvers. 
He changed the way it pointed in space. 
He controlled its pitch, roll, and way. 
Made Regular Reports 


• 
He reported what was happening to him when gravity forces 
multiplied his weight some six times during powered flight and l l 
times when he came back down through the atmosphere. 
But throughout the physcial stresses and the mental strain of 
watching or operating more than IOO instruments, Shepard reported 
back constantly by voice radio that everything was "okay.” 
After extending a periscope he reported exultantly: 
“What a beautiful view.” 
From 115 miles up he could scan the azure Atlantic and Carib- 
(Continued on Page $, Col. S) 
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Martin Seen 
Favored For 
Eberhart Job 


Astronaut 


Hospital Auxiliary Asks 
Governor Act On Funds 


Robert Martin, principal at Del- 
haas High School, appears this 
morning to have the inside track 
in the stretch leading to the office 
of the superintendent of Delhaas 
Joint and Bristol Township Schools 
to succeed Dr. Guy F. Eberhart, 
who leaves July I to take up simi­ 
lar duties near Cleveland. 
The sentiment of the school 
board toward Martin was reveal­ 
ed by one (rf its members, who 
said that a final choice had not 
yet been made. 
“But if no one is lying, it ll be 
Martin,” the official said. “He ap 
pears to have the most votes." 
.Meeting Monday 


The unoffical consensus was ap- 


8-Year-Old 


Girl Missing 


Police throughout Ix>wcr Bucks 
County today were asked to search 
for little Mary Helen Jablonski, 
eight-year-old child who disap­ 
peared at 8:30 last night from in 
front of her parents’ home. 519 
Beatty St., Trenton. 
Mary Helen is the niece of Mr. 
and Mrs. William Evans, 64 El­ 
derberry Drive, Levittown, and 
Bucks County authorities were re­ 
quested to help on the possibility 
that she had crossed into Penn­ 
sylvania. 
Mary Helen is four feet, four 
inches tall, wRh brown eyes and 
brown hair worn in bangs. When 
.she vanished she was wearing 
slacks and play clothes. 
Relatives said that she was a 
shy child, afraid of strangers. She 
never had been missing from 
home before. 
She was last seen playing with 
other children in front of the can 
dy store her parents operate at 
their home address. At that time 
she told the other children she 
was going into the house; she 
has not been seen since. 


parently taken at 
last 
night’s 
meeting of the two boards. A final 
choice will be made at a closed 
session slated for Monday night 
A primary topic of discussion 
at last night’s meeting centered 
around the ultimate purpose to be 
assigned to an estimated $48,000 
surplus school administrators ex­ 
pect to have left from the 1960- 
el budget. 
Tullytown School Board member 
Anthony Ciccantelli suggested that 
the money be used to provide 
tution-free summer school classes 
to township residents. School su­ 
perintendent Dr. Guy F. Eberhart 
said that thus far enrollments for 
summer school have lagged, with 
only enough to fill five classes 
signed up thus far. 
Final Marks 
Dr. Eberhart added that he ex­ 
pected a jump in enrollments 
once final marks appear. 
Approximate cost to the town­ 
ship for classes enrolled so far 
would be about $2,000, but costs 
would mount with enrollments. 


The Bristol Township board ap­ 
proved installation of lights at 
Woodrow Wilson High School’s 
football field. The lights will cost 
an estimated $25,000 to install. 
Bids for the project will be taken 
next month. The lights are ex­ 
pected to be in use by September. 


Cmdr. Tells 


(Continued from Page 1> 


Bucks Helped 


In Launching 


When Navy Commander Alan 
Shepard was launched into space 
this morning, reflective fabric in 
his pressure suit and reflective 
tape in the walls of his “Project 
Mercury” capsule helped shield 
him from the terrible heat of re­ 
entry into earth’s atmosphere. 


The fabric, tape and compon­ 
ents of other scientific devices in 
the capsule, were manufactured 
by l/ower Bucks County residents 
at Minnesota Mining and Manu­ 
r i n g 
Company’s 
plant 
on 
Green Lane, Bristol Township. 


In the Redstone rocket behind 
him, tiny gaskets anil seals of 
plastic helped insure the flow of 
liquid fuels to the rocket engines 
that launched the capsule. 


Births 


Lower Bucks 


County Hospital 


May 3 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Malek, I 
Buttonwood Lane, Levittown, girl 
May 4 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Kessler, 
31 Larkspur Road, Levittown, boy 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McCabe, 
63 Great Oak Road, Levittown, 
girl 


after Shepard was plucked out of 
the Atlantic and flown aboard the 
Champlain by helicopter. 
Here is the text of their con­ 
versation 
Kennedy: Hello commander. 
Shepard: Yes sir. 
Kennedy: I want to congratulate 
you very much. 
Shepard: Thank you very much, 
Mr. President. 
Kennedy: We watched you on 
TV of com se and we are awfully 
pleased and proud of what you 
did. 
Shepard: Well, thank you, sir. 
As you know by now everything 
worked just about perfectly and 
it was a very rewarding exper­ 
ience for me and the people who 
made it possible. 
Kennedy: We are looking for­ 
ward to seeing you up here, 
commander. 
Shepard: Thank you very much. 
I am looking forward to it, I as­ 
sure you. 
Kennedy: The members of the 
National Security Council a r e 
meeting on another matter this 
morning and they all want me to 
give you their congratulations 
Shepard: Thank you very much, 
sir, and I’m looking forward to 
meeting you in the near future. 
Kennedy: Thank you, command 
er and good luck. 
The White 
House announced 
that Shepard probably will be 
brought here Monday to confer 
with Kennedy and to receive his 
congratulations in person. 
There was a move afoot in Con 
gress to award Shepard the Medal 
of Honor—the nation’s most cov 
eted decoration. 
In a statement issued immedi­ 
ately after the flight, Kennedy 
said all Americans rejoice in the 
mission carried out by the heroic 
astronaut. 
The President said the achieve­ 
ment should provide incentive for 
redoubling America’s efforts in 
the space field. 
In a statement issued about 20 
minutes after the recovery of 
Shepard’s space capsule at sea 
Kennedy said the United States 
would make available "to the 
world’s scientific community’' the 
important data obtained in the 
Right. 


(Continued from Page I) 


bean with their green islands, and 
the southern coast of the United 
States as far as Cape Hatteras, 
NC. 
And when he returned home to 
earth again, aboard the carrier 
Lake Champlain, he jauntily re­ 
entered spaceship “Freedom 7" 
to retrieve the pressure helmet 
he had doffed during the heli­ 
copter recovery. 
In Excellent Condition 
Electronic 
sensors 
fixed 
to 
Shepard’s skin kept medical mon­ 
itors in the ground control center 
here constantly informed about 
his breathing, heartbeat, 
a n d 
temperature. Their one-word re­ 
port of his condition: 
"Excellent,” 
Three hundred seconds after 
liftoff he reported the flight was 
going “very smooth.” Seven min­ 
utes after launch he had put the 
cabin into position to re-enter the 
atmosphere. 
He 
said 
it 
went 
“okay.” 
Twelve minutes and 30 seconds 
after the launch he was in his 
parachute and coming down. 
The National Aeronautics a n d 
Space Administration announced 
at 11:10 a.m. EDT: 
“A Project Mercury spacecraft 
carrying Astronaut Alan B. Shep­ 
ard Jr. on the nation’s f i r s t 
manned space flight landed in the 
Atlantic Ocean about 302 statute 
miles from here at 9:49 a.m. 
EST. 
“The craft reached an altitude 
of about 115 statute miles and a 
speed of 
approximately 
5,100 
miles an hour. The suborbital 
flight of the Mercury - Redstone 
3 required 15 minutes. Prelimi­ 
nary data indicates the pilot per­ 
formed satisfactorily during th e 
flight.” 
Shepard had sweated out a 
wait of three hours and 27 min­ 
utes on his back in the capsule 
atop the Redstone before th e 
launching. 
Shot time had been planned for 
about 8 a.m. EDT, and the final 
countdown had started at I a.m. 
But seven "holds’’ 
in a little 
more than 9(4 hours delayed the 
launch. 
The 37-year-old Navy command­ 
er had been sealed in the capsule 
since 7:07 a.m. EDT. 
NASA said the flight time, not 
counting parachute descent, was 
15 minutes. 
The 37-year-old Navy command­ 
er grinned at associates of the 
Mercury man - in - space project 
and at newsmen assembled to 
watch him start the three-mile 
surface ride from his quarters to 
launch pad No. 5. 
One of his last remarks before 
embarking was addressed to his 
nurse, 24-year-old Dolores O'Hara 
of Portland, Ore. 
"Here I go. Dee” he said. 


Happy Wife 


Was Confident 


Middletown 


COP Backs 


County Slate 


The Middletown Township Re­ 
publican Association last night un­ 
animously endorsed county COP 
candidates 
including 
Paul 
R. 
Beckert for the post of district 
attorney. 
Other GOP candidates for coun­ 
ty offices backed by the associ­ 
ation, include Harold F. Dando 
for sheriff; Donald Heinemann for 
recorder of deeds; Mrs. Marion 
F. Baum, jury commissioner; Wil­ 
liam Cameron for controller and 
Leroy D. Evans, prothonotary. 
More than 135 persons were 
present in the township municipal 
building to participate in the en­ 
dorsements. 
Patton Talks 


Harold Patton, Republican can­ 
didate for district attorney, run­ 
ning without county organization 
support, attacked E. William Lin- 
deberg, township tax collector and 
Alan Williams, state representa­ 
tive on the grounds that they en­ 
gineered county endorsement of 
Beckert. 
Patton asked whether Beckert 
supported Lindeberg in his bid to 
retain the position of tax collec­ 
tor. 
"I will support any local can 
didate who encourages good gov­ 
ernment and won’t interfere with 
operation of the district attor 
ney’s office,” Beckert replied. 
Lindeberg said he did not care 
whether Beckert supported him or 
not. "I supported Mr. Beckert be­ 
cause I thought he was the best 
candidate,” Lindeberg added. 


VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. (UPI) hoist to him. 


2,600 Sailors 


(Continued from Page I) 


waved from the cabin. 
America’s first spaceman jumped 
jauntily onto the deck of this car­ 
rier, ran over to his space capsule 
and got his helmet in a demon­ 
stration that he was in perfect 
shape. 
Koonz lowered the capsule first 
to a pad and then set his craft 
down on the deck in front of 
1,200 cheering and whistling sail­ 
ors. 
Drs. Robert Laning and Jerome 
Strong approached the helicopter 
whose door had been closed. 
There was a moment of suspense. 
Then suddenly the door opened 
and Shepard leaped to the deck. 


His flight suit made him look 
like 
some man from another 
world. Shepard dispelled the illu­ 
sion by reaching out and shaking 
hands with Marine Lt. George 
Cox of Eustis, Fla., the co-pilot 
of the ’copter and the man who 
got the first look at America’s 
[spaceman when he lowered the 


Pomeroy’s Receives Brand Name Award 


Pomeroy’s 
Department 
Store 
last 
night received its first place award 
in the Brand Names Foundation, 
Inc.’s division two, for its outstanding 
display of brand name products dur­ 
ing 1960. John H. Breck Jr. (left), 
Brand Names Foundation board chair- 
Tops In The Nation 


man, piesents the “Brand Name Re- 
tailer-of-the-Year” plaque to A. C. 
Willemsen, Pomeroy’s managing di­ 
rector, who was escorted to the plat­ 
form by Miss Velma Furd, a model. 
(Courier-Times Photo) 


Pomeroy’s Receives 
‘Brand Name’ Prize 


$450 Awaits 
COIN WORD Winner 


COIN WORD No. ill, worth $450 to the winner, 
appears on Page ll of today’s Courier-Times. 
Join up. It’s fun and it’s profitable. 
COIN WOK D No. 9, which ran last week, was 
winnerless. 
Incidentally, a typographical error in yester­ 
day’s edition of COINWORD No. IO printed BAR­ 
LEY in the Word List for the puzzle, It should 
have been BARELY. Please correct if you’re 
using yesterday’s version of COINWORD No. IO. 
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An excited, 
radiantly 
happy 
Mrs. Alan B. Shepard said today 
she knew her husband’s flight in­ 
to space would be nuccessful 
‘from the minute it blasted off.” 
Flashing a sparkling smile, the 
beautiful brunette came out on 
the porch of her ranch-style home 
at 10:25 a.m., EST, and told a 
throng of reporters and camera 
men “I don’t have to tell you 
how I feel. It’s just wonderful 
It's beautiful.. .just wonderful.” 
Louise, the tall, willowy wife of 
America’s first man in space, 
went through the ordeal holding a 
transistor radio in her hand and 
watching the awa*inspiring flight 
on television. 
Mrs. Shepard said she had been 
kept up to the minute on all of 
the details of the flight by Col. 
John Powers, the space agency 
information officer at Cape Can­ 
averal. 
Now, she said, she was waiting 
for a call from "Al." 
Mrs. Shepard said that as soon 
as she learned of the success of 
the space shot she immediately 
called Shepard’s parents at Derry 
N.H. "They were so happy.. .just 
as happy as could be,” she said 
excitedly, waving her arms and 
looking around at her own pa­ 
rents who stood proudly by her 
side. 
Mrs. Shepard, wearing a smart 
brown linen dress with a pleated 
skirt 
and 
a 
pink 
sweater, 
emerged with her smiling parents 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell P. Brewer 
of Kennett Square, Pa., her glee­ 
ful daughter, Julie, IO, and her 
niece, Alice, who was celebrating 
her 10th birthday anniversary to­ 
day. 
Also standing with them on the 
porch were Mr. and Mrs. John 
Matthews, friends of the Shep­ 
ards who live at Virginia Beach. 
AU of them said almost in unison 
to rapid fire questions from 
porters: "We feel fine. Every­ 
thing is fine.” 
"It's wonderful," Mrs. Shepard 
kept saying over and over as she 
waved 
to neighbors who had 
stood by throughout the* morning. 
She said she was “never appre­ 
hensive.” 
"I knew all along he would 
make it.” 


Before an audience of nearly 
1.500 key figures in government, 
industry and retailing, the title of 
the nation’s "Brand Name Retail- 
er-of-the-Year” in the department 
stores—Class 
II category, was 
awarded to Pomeroy’s, Inc., Lev­ 
ittown, last night. 
The bronze plaque, symbolizing 
this achievement, was presented 
at the Brand Names Awards Ban­ 
quet in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel 
in New 
York City, honoring winners in the 
13th annual competition, sponsored 
by Brand Names Foundation, Inc. 


Accepted By Willemsen 


The plaque, accepted by A. C 
Willemsen, the store’s managing 
director, was awarded for the 
firm’s accomplishments in pre­ 
senting manufacturers’ advertised 
brands to the public during 1960. 


These awards, often called “re­ 
tailing’s most coveted honors,” 
were given to 124 firms in 24 
categories of retailing. The win­ 
ners represent 35 states, including 
Hawaii, as well as Canada and 
the District of Columbia. 


A bronze plaque is presented to 
the top winner in each classifica- 


“Thank you very much,” Shep­ 
ard said. 


Library Open 
On Saturdays 


The 
Regional 
Public 
Li­ 
brary will be open again on 
Saturdays, beginning tomor­ 
row, from IO a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. It will be the first time 
in six months that the library 
has scheduled Saturday hours. 
The library will continue its 
Saturday schedule each suc­ 
ceeding Saturday. 


tion as the nation’s “Brand Name 
Retailer-of-the-Year” in his field. 
A maximum of four runner-up 
Certificates of Distinction are also 
presented in 23 of the 24 cate­ 
gories, with up to 44 awarded in 
the Gasoline Service Station cate­ 
gory. 
Johnson Speaks 
The keynote address at the ban­ 
quet was delivered by Vice Pres­ 
ident Lyndon B. Johnson. 
The dinner ended with an houris 
show produced in honor of this 
oeccasion by the American Broad­ 
casting Company, starring Victor 
Borge. 
For three days prior to the 
awards banquet, the winners had 
been guests of honor at a series 
of functions hosted by newspaper 
publishers, Curtis Publishing Com­ 
pany and Life Magazine, as well 
as leading manufacturers, trade 
publications 
and 
associations 
Their schedule also included sight 
seeing tours throughout the city. 
To honor the celebration, Mayor 
Wagner of New York City, along 
with 
mayors 
and 
governors 
throughout the country, offically 
proclaimed May 4-14 as Brand 
Names Week. 


Hopes, Fears Of Space 
3-Year-Old Levittown 
Girl Sums It All 6l/p9 


A three-year-old Levittown girl 
expressed in a sobbing voice the 
wonderment, hope and fear of mil­ 
lions of Americans as she sat 
watching Alan Shepard blast into 
the stratosphere this morning. 
“Why is he going up there,” she 
asked her mother. “Will he see 


Quit lf He Loses 
Becker?s Assistants 
Want 
Him Re-elected 


In a joint statement issued to­ 
day, all of the assistant district 
attorneys of Bucks County stated 
that they would immediately re­ 
sign in the event that Paul R. 
Beckert was not re-elected as dis­ 
trict attorney of Bucks County. 
The assistant district attorneys 
presently serving under Beckert 
are: Edward G. Biester Jr., of 
Buckingham Township; Ward F. 
Clark, of Doylestown; 
William 
Tliatcher, 
of Quakertown: 
and 
Arthur B. Walsh Jr., of Middle­ 
town Township. 
A spokesman for the group 
stated: "In our joint opinion, Paul 
Beckert has been a good and hard 
working district attorney. We, as 
Assistants, know the many diffi­ 
cult problems that he has been 
confronted with during his term. 
While he has consulted with us, 
Mr. Beckert has had to make the 
decisions, and on each occasion 
his decision was based upon his 
oath of office and his burning de­ 
sire to do the job he was elected 
to do.” 
The statement continued: "We 
know from our experience that 


politics or politicians have not in­ 
filtrated the district attorney’s of­ 
fice during Mr. Beckert’s term. 
We could not remain on the staff 
of a district attorney where poli­ 
tics would determine the policies 
of the district attorney’s office. 


"It appears to us that the real 
question 
in 
this 
campaign 
is 
whether Paul Beckert should be 
removed from office by certain 
political forces which are dissatis­ 
fied because they cannot control 
the district attorney’s office. 


“We believe, and the court rec­ 
ord will bear this out, that each 
of us possesses more trial and 
administrative experience in the 
office than Mr. Beckert’s oppon 
ent. It therefore follows that we 
could not conscientiously work for 
a man whose experience and 
qualifications for district attor­ 
ney are less than ours. 


“We wish to make it clear that 
this statement is a result of mu­ 
tual discussions among ourselves 
and springs from the reasons set 
forth in this statement. It is pure­ 
ly voluntary on our part and made 
at the request of no one.” 


God up there? What will he do 
when he gets up there. Will he 
come back safely?” 
the child 
asked as she sat in front of the 
television set. 
Girl Cries 
The little girl was crying, her 
mother said the child told her, 
because, “The ship is leaving and 
going up into the sky.” 
As television cameras flashed 
photographs of Shepard onto the 
television screen, the youngster 
asked, “Is that him? 
Is that 
him?” 
The child wanted to see Shepard 
in person, the mother said. 
The mother said they prayed 
for America’s astronaut before 
turning on the TV set. They sat 
and watched the launching. 
“It was the most wonderful 
thing I’ve ever experienced,” the 
mother said. "I had a hard time 
explaining what was happening 
and giving answers to my little 
girl’s questions,” the woman stat­ 
ed. 
“Shes taken this so much to 
heart. It’s hard to believe that 
she could be so affected by it. I 
told my daughter, ‘He’ll tell us 
what he saw when he comes 
back,” the mother said. 
The woman called the Courier- 
Times this morning to tell about 
her daughter’s reaction to the first 
U.S. man in space and asked 
that her name and her daughter’s 
name be withheld. 


Shepard Gets 


21/2-Hour Nap 


Before Trip 


Cites Need 


Of Aged 


Medical Care 


Members of the auxiliary of 
Lower Bucks County Hospital have 
requested Gov. David L. Law­ 
rence to recommend to the legis­ 
lature a program that will pro­ 
vide adequate government funds 
for hospital care of people of all 
ages who are unable to pay their 
hospital bills. 
The request was in the form (rf 
a petition which also urged the 
Governor to recommend legisla­ 
tion that will give Pennsylvania 
immediate benefit of available 
Federal funds for hospital care 
of needy persons 65 and over. 
$680,000 a Month 


Mrs. Harry T. Neher, presi­ 
dent of the auxiliary, said today 
that failure of the State to im­ 
plement the 1960 Kerr-Mills Act 
is now depriving Pennsylvania 
hospitals of $680,000 a month that 
is badly needed to care for needy 
people. “By matching dollar for 
dollar of available Federal funds, 
the State can provide full-cost 
reimbursement to hospitals for 
care of people 65 and over," Mrs. 
Neher said. 
Last year Lower Bucks County 
Hospital provided $194,884 of care 
to charity patients in its wards 
and outpatient 
department, 
of 
which $90,000 was not reimbursed 
to the hospital from any source. 
Said Mrs. Neher today: "Care 
of indigents is not a political is­ 
sue; it’s a need that our hospital 
must meet every day. Those of 
us who give freely of our time, 
money and service to help our 
hospital hope that political con­ 
siderations will not deprive th# 
Lower Bucks County Hospital of 
funds so badly needed.” 


CAPE CANAVERAL (U P P - 
Astronaut Alan B. Shepard Jr. 
awoke from a 2(4-hour nap early 
today to make ready for his dip 
into space. 
America’s “prime astronaut” 
and his backup man, Marine Lt. 
Col. John Glenn, went to bed 
about 
11:30 
p.m., 
EDT, 
last 
night after a quiet evening watch­ 
ing television. 


Dr. William K. Douglas of El 
Paso, Tex., their Air Force doc­ 
tor, woke the two men a few min­ 
utes after 2 a.m., EDT, and soon 
they were seated before a break­ 
fast of orange juice, filet mignon 
wrapped in bacon, two poached 
eggs and dry toast and jelly. 


Douglas 
said 
that 
his 
two 
charges, “as usual, were in su­ 
perb physical condition." Another 
observer reported both men were 
as relaxed today as Tuesday. 
Puts On Suit 
At 3:50 a.m., EDT, the final 
medical sensors — connections 
leading to instruments designed 
to measure heartbeat, respiration, 
and temperature — were attached 
to Shepard, and IO minutes later 
he began putting on his $4,000 sil­ 
very space pressure suit. In an­ 
other 20 minutes he was ready 
for the pre-flight check of the 
suit’s pressure. 
Outside the door of Hanger S, a 
green barn-like structure on the 
southwest quadrant of the Cape 
in which the astronauts are quar­ 
tered and where the preliminary 
preparations took place, a white 
transport van waited. 
Outside the wide gray hangar 
door, in a scene brightly lighted 
by 
five 
television 
floodlights, 
about 50 newsmen, cameramen, 
technicians, police and Air Force 
officials 
watched from behind 
ropes as Shepard emerged at 
4:56 EDT. 
Walks To Van 
He took ll steps from the han­ 
gar door across a concrete-slab 
walkway to the waiting van 
Shepard was fully clad in his 
space suit but the visor on his 
helmet was open. 
He walked up four steel blue- 
painted steps into the van, which 
was painted green inside, brightly 
lighted 
and 
full 
of 
pressure 
gauges, bright yellow helmets and 
other equipment. 
The van movecj out of the han 
gar area for the 15-minute slow- 
speed ride to the launching pad 


Ault Raps 
Beckert Talk 


George J. Ault, chairman of 
the "Patton For District Attor­ 
ney Primary Campaign Commit­ 
tee," today criticized District At­ 
torney, Paul R. Beckert for what 
Ault called Beckert’s "vicious re­ 
marks” made in a speech at a 
candidates meeting in Newtown; 
meeting at which Harold S. 
Patton was not present. 


Ault said, "Beckert is obvious­ 
ly tired and upset and needs a 
rest, after all he has not cam­ 
paigned since 1957.” 


Ault went on to say, "Beckert 
cannot deny the fact that it was 
Boyer who "handpicked” him to 
run for District Attorney in 1957. 
Mr. Beckert also fails to name 
the "segment” of the party whose 
endorsement, he says, he did not 
seek or encourage. Why does he 
continually avoid answering this 
question?” 


Happy Shepard: 
‘What A Ride!’ 


ABOARD USS LAKE CHAM­ 
PLAIN 
(UPI i-—Astronaut 
Alan 
B. Shepard s first words when he 
climbed into the recovery helicop­ 
ter after landing at sea today: 
"Man, what a ride.” 


It’s Tag Day 
For Drum Corps 


Levittown’s Junior Drum and 
Bugle Cgrps is conducting its 
“tag” day in all Lower Bucks 
County shopping centers begin­ 
ning at 6 p.m. today and tomor­ 
row. 
A corps spokesman said th e 
funds raised will be used to pur- 
chase uniforms and equipment 
The community’s newest march­ 
ing unit, scheduled to make its 
debut Memorial Day, was formed 
in December of last year. Most 
of the members had never play­ 
ed an 
instrument 
before 
or 
marched in a group. 
A large sun of money was re­ 
cently spent by the corps for 
bugles. Now, the spokesman said, 
drums and uniforms are needed. 


Parents Stuck 
For Words 


DERRY, N.H. (UPI)-The par­ 
ents of Ajnerica’s first man in 
space said today: 
“It’s very hard to express our 
feelings." 
Alan Shepard Sr. hugged his 
wife as they walked out to meet 
newsmen clustered around their 
colonial style home in the south­ 
ern New Hampshire factory town. 
“When we heard he was okay, 
both our hands went up in ex­ 
citement," Mrs. Shepard said. 
"It is very hard to express our 
feelings but we got a call from 
Alan’s wife, Louise, and she said 
she was deliriously happy after 
the flight,” the mother said. 
Mrs. Gordon Sherman of North 
Attleboro, Mass., the spaceman’s 
sister, said, "We’re grateful to 
God for the safe return of Alan.” 
Ten-year-old 
David 
Sherman 
could say only "I feel just won­ 
derful." 


W r . i i l n l 


G EN ER A LLY FAIR. 


High yesterday: 62. 
Low yesterday: 41. 
Low this morning: 46 
Sunset tonight: 7:58 p.m. 
Sunrise tomorrow: 5:52 a.m. 
Forecast: Fair today and to­ 
night; 


Tomorrow"* Tide* 
At Bristol 


Low: 3:13 a.m. High: 8:28 a.m. 
Low 3:54 p.m. High: 9:04 p.m. 
—•for the tides at Morrisville 
add 15 minutes for high tide 
and 45 minutes for low tide. 


